F r o m the roots of Inula helenium L. (elecampane inula), collected in the Buinaksk region of the Dagestan ASSR in August, 1971, we have isolated alantolactone, isoalantolactone, dihydroalantolactonc, and dihydroisoalantolactone [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] . These substances were showed to be identical with known sesquiterpenc l a ctones on the basis of features of their IR [1, 4] , UV [4] , and m a s s s p e c t r a and their melting points [1, 4] .
The comminuted roots (2.9 kg) of elecampane inula were extracted with acetone four times, and the solvent was distilled off in vacuum to give 220 g of resin (7,6~ of the a i r -d r y weight of the roots). This resin was dissolved in c h l o r o f o r m and chromatographed on a column with inactive A1203 The IR s p e c t r a were taken on a UR-20 instrument, the UV s p e c t r a on a VNJCAMSP-700 s p e c t r o m e t e r (in ethanol), and the m a s s s p e c t r a on a Varian MAT CH-6 instrument at 70 eV.
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